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Parwan PRT visits Gulbahar orphanages
Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. Keith Thompson
4th Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan – For Jamshid, a
scholarly Afghan 7th grade student, Jan. 6 was a
big day – Americans were coming along with the
provincial police chief and other government of-
ficials.

To the adolescent fell the imposing task of
addressing the visitors on behalf of his school
and orphanage located in the mountain town of
Gulbahar in Kapisa Province.

“I am really thankful for you guys coming,”
said Jamshid, thankful for the humanitarian aid
delivered by the Parwan Provincial Reconstruc-
tion Team.

The team delivered boxes of school supplies,

Maj. Carman Oldre, Parwan Provincial Reconstruction Team commander, plays "Duck, Duck,
Goose" with a group of Afghan children at one of the orphanages.See ORPHAN, Page 3

Reconnaissance mission to bring ANA to Faryab
Story by Staff Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4th Public Affairs Detachment

FARYAB PROVINCE, Afghanistan – The Afghan National Army
took a step closer to building its Army’s strength with a reconnaissance
mission Jan. 4 in the province of Faryab.

The reconnaissance mission conducted by the Office of Military
Cooperation-Afghanistan’s U.S. Recruiting Assistance Team was an
attempt to select a prominent site and the secure land to build an ANA
Volunteer Center in the province.

“Today, we are here to bring Afghanistan closer to its desire to be
an independent nation,” said Lt. Col. David Francavilla, director of U.S.
Recruiting Assistance Team.  “Today, we are here to start the process of
building an ANAVC.”

During the mission the recruiting team, in tow with an Afghanistan
Ministry of Defense representative and a representative from the Brit-
ish Army, met with Enayatullah Enayat, governor of Faryab, and more See STRENGTH, Page 4

than 45 elders, dignitaries and local press members to discuss the ben-
efits of the ANA and impact the volunteer center would have on the
province.

“(Afghanistan) fought 23 years in a civil war, fought the Soviet’s,
then fought the Taliban and as a result it left the country in poor condi-
tion,” said Francavilla, “but we are here to help.  The world has seen the
suffering of Afghanistan and nations from all over want to help.  We
know that what happens here affects the entire world.”

In the three-hour-long visit the recruiting team explained the ben-
efits Afghan men would gain by joining the ANA.  Benefits such as
complete medical care, 30 days paid vacation per year, civilian sector
related job skills training, advanced education opportunities and a pay
of $3,600 Afghani per month ($70) were all enticing factors for joining
the ANA said Francavilla; however, he said the most enticing factor for
joining is service to one’s country.

“The biggest thing a man can do is serve his country,” said
Francavilla.  “When a man serves his country he knows that he is not
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

Powell on WMD existence:
‘This game is still unfolding’

WASHINGTON – Secretary of State
Colin Powell Thursday defended the Bush
administration’s position that Iraq had weap-
ons of mass destruction programs and de-
fended his speech on the matter to the United
Nations last February.

“This game is still unfolding,” he told
reporters.

He was responding to a study that found
Iraq had ended its programs by the mid-1990s
and did not pose an immediate threat to the
United States before the 2003 war. Powell
said he had not read the report but read news
reports about it.

The study, released Thursday, was con-
ducted by the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace, a nonpartisan, respected
group that opposed the war in Iraq.

The United States used the threat of Iraqi
weapons of mass destruction as a justifica-
tion for launching the war against the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein, according to the
report.

The report follows a nine-month search
in Iraq for WMD – nuclear, biological and
chemical – the key reason the administra-
tion cited in its decision to invade Iraq.

“We looked at the intelligence assess-
ment process, and we’ve come to the con-
clusion that it is broken,” author Joseph
Cirincione said Thursday on CNN’s “Ameri-
can Morning.”

“It is very likely that intelligence officials
were pressured by senior administration of-
ficials to conform their threat assessments
to pre-existing policies.”

Powell said the Saddam Hussein regime “was a
danger we had to worry about.”

But Powell noted that Iraq used chemi-
cal weapons in the Iraq-Iran war and on the
Kurds in the 1980s and had the chance to
come clean about its programs to the inter-
national community through the ’90s.

Three abducted girls safe
CALHOUN, Ga. – The man sought by

the FBI in the abduction of three girls and
charged with killing four people apparently
shot himself while being pursued Thursday
evening, police said.

Georgia Bureau of Investigation spokes-
man John Bankhead said Jerry William Jones
is in serious condition but the three girls are
safe following an accident on Interstate 75
just north of the Tennessee state line.

“The kids apparently are fine,” Bankhead
told CNN. “He apparently is in bad condition.”

Officials said it appears Jones shot him-
self after he crashed while attempting to exit
the interstate.

Jones was pursued by officials from sev-
eral agencies and crashed just after cross-
ing the border at East Ridge, Tennessee.

He has been taken into custody, officials
said.

Gordon County Sheriff Jerry Davis said
Jones is charged with killing the parents and
sister of his estranged common-law wife
along with his 10-month-old daughter.

Jones called his wife to tell her about the
killings and warned her he would hurt the
surviving girls if she reported the crimes,
Davis said.

Bankhead said investigators are “elated”
over the news of Jones’ capture.

One of the girls abducted smiles from inside an
ambulance after the capture of suspect Jerry
William Jones.

Trap snares bear smugglers
RICHMOND, Va. – More than 100 people

have been charged in the illegal trafficking
of black bear parts following a sting opera-
tion in which authorities set up a sporting
goods store as a front to peddle the items
poached in Virginia.

Agents found that whole bears, gall blad-
ders, paws and other parts were trafficked to
Washington, D.C., Maryland, West Virginia,
North Carolina, New Jersey, New York, and
California, as well as overseas, primarily to
South Korea.

Each gall bladder alone can fetch up to
$3,000 on the black market. The organs are
believed in some Asian cultures to treat a
variety of ailments, including high blood pres-
sure, impotence and rheumatism.

“We’ve learned over the years what the
impact of commercialization is. The tempta-
tion is to overharvest,” said Col. Herb Fos-
ter of Virginia’s Department of Game and In-
land Fisheries. “Wildlife species generally
can’t sustain a commercial market.”

In the sting, the state game department
and the National Park Service set up a sport-
ing-goods store to infiltrate the commercial
black market, with agents selling bears and
wild American ginseng roots. The operation
used fliers and other advertisements to lure
buyers.

The three-year operation stemmed from
previous investigations that uncovered ex-
tensive poaching and trade in black bear
parts that originated in Virginia, including
Shenandoah National Park.

The state game department and National Park
service set up the Dixie Emporium sporting goods
store to infiltrate the black market.
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Local weather
    TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Saturday

Uzbekistan: Cloudy/Rain Thunderstorms
H: 61F H: 56F
L: 37F L: 44F

Bagram: Fog Rain/Fog
H: 43F H: 45F
L: 30F L: 34F

Kabul: Fog Rain/Fog
H: 43F H: 45F
L: 30F L: 34F

Kandahar: Cloudy/Rain Partly Cloudy
H: 61F H: 59F
L: 48F L: 45F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“The Animal”

0830Z at the MWR Building:
 After receiving organ transplants from

various animal donors, a man finds himself
taking on the traits of those animals.

 Tomorrow’s movie:
“It Runs in the Family”
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clothes, candy and toys collected from donations from the U.S. to
the two orphanages.

Another important delivery to the orphanages was the mes-
sage that the Afghan government and the U.S. military has the
orphans’ interests in their hearts and will not forget them, accord-
ing to Maj. Carman Oldre, Parwan PRT Civil Affairs Team com-
mander.

“I can tell by your hard work and the smiles on your faces
… that Afghanistan has a very bright future,” said Oldre as
she addressed the children.

Other members of the team also expressed their support for
the humanitarian aid program.  “I think humanitarian aid is a good
way to support Afghanistan,” said Capt. Kim In Soo, one of the
Republic of Korea Army Soldiers on the Parwan PRT.

According to Gul Agha, the principal for one of the orphan-
ages, the supplies were very much appreciated by both the teach-
ers and children.  He said that the supplies and clothes were
needed and will be put to good use during the school year.

Kim said the humanitarian aid program is best used on or-
phanages and other places where the need is great but resources
are limited.

“Sometimes the Afghans just expect something for free when
they see U.S. or Korean soldiers,” he said.  “Orphanages and
other places that need welfare are where (humanitarian aid) should
go.”

With the supplies going to the right place, Kim said the distri-
bution went off without a hitch.

“It went very smooth,” he said. “Sometimes we have difficulty
and the distribution is a mess, but today it was good.”

The children were so well behaved that the PRT members
even had a chance to play with the kids.

At one orphanage, Oldre took time to teach all the children
how to play the American games of “Simon Says” and “Duck,
Duck, Goose” while the children taught the PRT soldiers how to
play the Afghan game of “The Wolf and Sheep.”

Although the visit with the Soldiers and government officials
was short, Jamshid will now have plenty of pens and paper to
write any speeches for future visits from the Afghan government
or U.S. military.

ORPHAN, from Page 1
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only protecting the country today, but also protecting its future.”
An ANAVC prototype was also displayed during the visit, in which,

the recruiting team gave the blueprint for the building was given to local
contractors in a construction packet for viewing.

“The impact of the ANA doesn’t only benefit this city by the way of
service to its country, it benefits the city financially because we hire a
local contractor to build the ANAVC,” said Maj. Steven Nixon, deputy
director of the U.S. Recruiting Assistance Team.

The ANAVC is equipped with a full-service kitchen, three-space
office component, a living room, a 25-Soldier  living quarters, and show-
ers and bathrooms.

“We appreciate all that the U.S. and the world is doing for Afghani-
stan,” said Enayat.  “We understand that without security we can do
nothing as a country, so the ANA is the only hope for a bright future.”

Enayat noted that he fully supposes the quest to bring an ANA to
Faryab and that the recruiting assistance team has his full support.

The governor showed the recruiting team two sites that would be

available for the ANAVC.
A meeting is scheduled later in the month to sign a deed for the land

acquisition and at that time a contract conference will be hosted to
award the project to a contractor.

The project is estimated to take 70 days to build.
“People will know that the ANA is the future and that America and

the world’s intent is the same as ours – to make Afghanistan a better
place,” said Col. Abdullah Jakfer, Faryab ANA recruiting commander as
he spoke about the ANAVC efforts in Faryab.

Along with selecting the two sites, the U.S. Recruiting Assistance
Team purchased a month of radio airtime, in which, Jakfer will advertise
the ANA for a half hour a day.

In discussing the message that the recruiting team wants to illus-
trate, Francavilla and Nixon both agreed that the message must be
honest, sincere and candid.

“Joining the ANA is a voluntary service, so we have to be honest in
our approach,” said Nixon as he spoke with Jakfer.  “We want (Afghan
citizens) to know that they aren’t giving up a son to the ANA, they’re
investing in his future and in Afghanistan’s future.”

New relief act provisions protect service members
Story by Sgt. 1st Class Doug Sample
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON – A new law replacing
the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of
1940 will provide military personnel – espe-
cially those deployed or called to active duty
– greater protections to handle their personal
financial and legal obligations, Defense De-
partment officials said here.

President Bush signed the Service Mem-
bers’ Civil Relief Act into law Dec. 19.

“The focus of the SCRA is the same as
under the SSCRA: to provide protections to
service members who have difficulty meet-
ing their personal financial and legal obliga-
tions because of their military service,” said
Air Force Lt. Col. Patrick Lindemann, deputy
director for legal policy in DoD’s Office of
the Undersecretary of Defense for Person-
nel and Readiness (http://www.dod.mil/
prhome/).

“The SCRA is a significant law, because
it clarifies and updates the provisions that
existed in the SSCRA, while adding some
additional protections,” he said.

“Service members on long-term deploy-
ments or called to active duty should not
have to worry about their families in their
absence being evicted from their quarters

without sufficient legal protections,” he con-
tinued, “or that they are paying on a leased
car or apartment that they can’t use, or about
civil legal proceedings they can’t attend be-
cause of their deployment.

“These are some of the situations the
SCRA covers so that service members are
able to devote their energies to the military
mission and the defense needs of the nation,
and not on civil matters waiting for them at
home,” he added.

What Lindemann called “a significant
change” added in the SCRA is an automatic
90-day stay of civil proceedings upon appli-
cation by the service member. This applies to
all judicial and administrative hearings. In the
past, according to Lindemann, stays were
discretionary with the courts.

The SCRA also makes it clear that the 6
percent limitation on interest rates for pre-
service debts requires a reduction in monthly
payments, and that any interest in excess of
6 percent is forgiven, not deferred,
Lindemann said.

The SCRA also expanded the protection
against eviction.  Under the SSCRA, service
members and their dependents who entered
into a lease for $1,200 or less could not be
evicted without a court order. The SCRA in-
creased that maximum lease amount to $2,400
and added an annual adjustment for infla-
tion.  For 2004, the maximum will be $2,465.

Lindemann said this will significantly in-
crease the number of service members en-
titled to this protection.

The SCRA also gives the service mem-
ber who has received permanent-change-of-
station orders or who is being deployed for
not less than 90 days the right to terminate a
housing lease with 30 days’ written notice.
Prior to the SCRA, service members could
be required to pay for housing they were
unable to occupy.

One of the more significant provisions
in the SCRA that did not exist in the SSCRA,
Lindemann said, was an added protection
for service members who have motor vehicle
leases. Any active duty service member who
has received PCS orders outside the conti-
nental United States, or who is being de-
ployed for not less than 180 days, may ter-
minate a motor vehicle lease. The law pro-
hibits early termination charges. “Now, ser-
vice members won’t have to pay monthly
lease payments for a car they can’t use,”
said Lindemann.

“Service members may not always real-
ize all the protections they have under the
law,” Lindemann said. “If service members
have questions about the SCRA or the pro-
tections that they may be entitled to, they
should contact their unit judge advocate or
installation legal assistance officer for fur-
ther assistance.”

STRENGTH, from Page 1
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Saturday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
!NBA Shootaround (live) 0030Z,
0500L
!NBA: Pacers vs Mavericks
(live) 0100Z, 0530L
!U.S. Figure Skating
Championships (taped) 0400Z,
0830L
!PGA Tour Championships
(taped) 0800Z, 1230L
!Boxing: Jermain Taylor vs Alex
Rios (taped) 1230Z, 1700L
!Sunday NFL Countdown (live)
1600Z, 2030L
!COLL BB: Michigan State vs
Wisconsin (live) 1700Z, 2130L
!COLL FB: East-West Shrine
Game (live) 1900Z, 2330L

Sports on local Armed Forces Network TV

Sunday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
! CUSA: Memphis vs Southern
Miss. (live) 2200Z, 0230L
!PGA Tour Championships
(live) 0000Z, 0430L
!NFL Primetime (live) 0500Z,
0930L
!COLL BB - College Game
Night (live) 0530Z, 1000L
!U.S. Figure Skating
Championship (taped) 0800Z,
1230L
!NHL: Rangers vs NY Islanders
(taped) 1200Z, 1630L
!Sunday NFL Countdown (live)
16000Z, 2030L
!Motorcycle Racing (live)
1800Z, 2230L

Joe Gibbs was working the crowd like a politician Thursday.

Redskins give Gibbs royal treatment
ASHBURN, Va. – Joe Gibbs was given an unprecedented wel-

come to the Washington Redskins on Thursday, greeted by cheers
and the blare of a horn as he emerged from a five-limousine parade.

Gibbs shook hands while walking down a path lined with orange
cones and barricades. One fan held a white sign that read: “Joe
Gibbs = God, Mr. Snyder = Genius, Being A Redskins Skins Price-
less.”

“Bring it back to D.C., coach,” yelled one fan. “Bring it back.”
Gibbs shook hands with fans saying over and over again, “Good

to see you.”
Gibbs returned after an 11-year absence, a stunning develop-

ment and a much-needed lift for a franchise that has been to the
playoffs only once since he left after the 1992 season.

The Hall of Fame coach agreed to a five-year deal and was given
the title of team president. He will have great influence on player
decisions, but Snyder holds the final word on all matters.

All-Star Vaughn out for 2004 season
NEW YORK – Mo Vaughn will not

play baseball in 2004 and is doubtful for
2005 because of an arthritic left knee.

The injured New York Mets first
baseman went on the disabled list May 3
with joint and cartilage damage in his knee
and didn’t play again last season.

Vaughn hoped to go to spring train-
ing, but after working all winter he had
been advised not to try a comeback, the
36-year-old said in a conference call
Thursday.

“From what the doctors say, it would
be tough this season and it’s not very
bright for years to come,” Vaughn said.
“It doesn’t look good at all. It’s a bad
situation.”

Vaughn said he works out two hours
a day, four days a week. “I don’t want to

put so much stress that I need a knee replacement at 40 and the
another one at 60,” he said.

“I worked hard this offseason trying to put strength in the knee.
An athlete knows his body. You know pain. You feel it in your
bones. You’ve got to get up, get on with life and keep moving.”

Vaughn is owed $15 million for 2004, the final year of an $80 million
contract he signed in 1999. The Mets have a $14 million option with a
$2 million buyout in 2005. Insurance on the deal will reimburse the
team for 75 percent of the contract once he misses 90 days.

Three-time All-Star Mo
Vaughn was limited to 27
games last season.

Shaq out another week with injury
EL SEGUNDO, Calif. – An MRI taken on Shaquille O’Neal’s

strained right calf revealed no serious damage Thursday, but the
Los Angeles Lakers’ star will miss at least two more games.

“The MRI confirmed a strained calf muscle and showed signifi-
cant swelling, but no other damage,” Lakers spokesman John Black
said. “He will definitely miss the next two games. Beyond that, we
don’t want to speculate on a return date.”

O’Neal will sit out Friday night’s game against Atlanta and Mon-
day night’s game against Cleveland, both at Staples Center.

After that, the Lakers host Cleveland on Wednesday night, play
at Sacramento on Jan. 16, and face the Clippers the following night.

O’Neal was injured in the second quarter of last Friday night’s
game at Seattle. The Lakers lost that game as well as the three that
followed, giving them their second four-game losing streak in Phil
Jackson’s four-plus seasons as coach.

“All right, getting better,” O’Neal told reporters Thursday be-
fore leaving for the MRI.
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Afghan troops hurt in Kandahar attack
KANDAHAR, Afghanistan (AP) – Two Afghan Soldiers were

wounded by a bomb Thursday just yards from the spot where a double
blast killed 15 children earlier this week, officials said.

The bomb exploded on the roof of a building at the edge of a sprawl-
ing military compound in eastern Kandahar where the men were on guard
duty.

One of the Soldiers had to have his leg amputated. The other was
only slightly injured.

Violence has overshadowed Sunday’s ratification of a new Afghan
constitution that is supposed to act as a bulwark against terrorism and
underlined the lack of security that threatens plans for national elections.

On Tuesday, 12 Hazara men were killed on a road in southern Helmand
province Tuesday in an apparent act of ethnic violence.

“This comes at a time when we are taking some positive steps toward
reconstruction,’’ President Hamid Karzai said in a statement condemning
the shootings. “The enemies of our country are trying to show that
security is not good enough.’’

Interior Minister Ali Ahmad Jalali said there had been ethnic tensions
in the area, where most of the population are Pashtuns.

“Maybe it is the work of terrorists trying to create problems among
the different ethnic groups,’’ he said.

Thursday’s blast in Kandahar occurred about 300 feet from the spot
where a bomb concealed in an apple cart Tuesday tore through a group
of children.

The injured Soldiers’ commanding officer, Faiz Mohammed, blamed
Taliban militants.

Another bomb was defused in Kandahar on Wednesday evening,
deputy police chief Salim Khan said. It was found hidden under straw
near a downtown bus station, he said.

Police said they arrested six people Thursday and that they had
confessed to planting the bomb at the bus station. Documents found in
their possession indicated they had links to the Taliban, Khan said.

Pakistan launches anti-terrorist plan
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) – Pakistan’s army launched a major of-

fensive against suspected terrorists in a mountainous region near the bor-
der with Afghanistan believed used by al Qaeda fugitives, senior officials
told The Associated Press on Thursday.

It was not clear whether any major arrests were made during the opera-
tion, said Information Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed. He said more infor-
mation would be provided throughout the day.

Gen. Shaukat Sultan, the army spokesman, told AP that the operation
near Wana, the headquarters of the deeply conservative South Waziristan
tribal region, was continuing.

“We don’t yet have details about casualties or arrests,” he said.
An intelligence official told AP that authorities had received word three

days ago that a group of armed men, believed to be foreigners, were in an
area called Azam Warsak, near Wana. Tribal elders were contacted and
asked the men to surrender, but they refused, prompting the military action.

Troops stormed the compound where the men are believed to be holed
up at 3 a.m. Thursday, the official said on condition of anonymity. He said
there had been an exchange of fire and that several army helicopters were
involved. Soldiers used loudspeakers to urge villagers to leave the area.

South Waziristan is one of the main suspected hideouts for Osama bin
Laden and other top al Qaeda fugitives. Officials in the region have said
American planes dropped leaflets in the area Wednesday asking residents
to cooperate with authorities and turn in any foreign terrorist suspects.

The area is just across the border from the Afghan province of Paktika,
one of the main areas of Taliban resistance to U.S. military presence. The
ousted militia has staged several ambushes and frequently launches rock-
ets at U.S. military bases in the area, with fighters retreating across the
border into Pakistan after the attacks.

Afghan and U.S. officials have long complained that Pakistan does not
do enough to prevent Taliban and al Qaeda men from using its territory as
a safe haven. Pakistan has said it is doing all it can to seal the porous border.



Solutions will be posted in Saturday’s Freedom Watch

Slippery
crossword

(Courtesy of QUIZLAND.com)
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ACROSS

1 Marked for removal
6 Grabbed the tab
10 Morsels in fried rice
14 Rudimentary seed
15 Not fooled by
16 __ arms (angry)
17 Show as similar
18 Musical shootout site?
20 Send to Washington
21 Sidelines yell
22 Country’s Haggard
23 Beer source
25 Have a __ interest
26 Musical literary detective?
32 __ sapiens
33 Geneticist’s study
34 Tie the knot
37 “The Virginian” author Wister
38 Slower, in mus.
39 Stir up
40 Check endorser’s need
41 Like the Six Million Dollar Man
44 “If all __ fails ...”
45 Musical voting method?
47 Strut showily
50 __-mo
51 At full speed, on the briny
52 Margery of nursery rhyme
55 Shell games
59 Musical city and its surroundings?
61 Ankle bones
62 “Put a lid __!”
63 Tailless cat
64 Playful swimmer
65 Fruity drinks
66 __-bitty
67 Has to have

DOWN

1 Loser to Clinton in ’96

2 Devil’s work
3 Skywalker of sci-fi
4 Nucleus orbiter
5 Kind of plate or implant
6 Flat busted
7 “Puppy Love” singer Paul
8 Scratch inducer
9 Cry from Homer Simpson
10 Least tainted
11 Dizzying designs
12 Lunar valley
13 Knock-__
19 Signs to heed
24 Orchestra’s place
25 Vintner’s vessel
26 Right away, when doubled
27 Hockey great Gordie
28 Prayer closer
29 Fielding average lowerer
30 Queeg’s ship

31 Jazzman’s “go!”
34 Humorist Rogers
35 “Born Free” lioness
36 Scout’s doing
39 Move with one’s job
41 Form of bingo
42 Hazardous for driving
43 “60 Minutes” network
45 Tees, e.g.
46 Longtime Dodgers skipper Walter
47 Mead research site
48 Make changes to
49 Abstract composer Erik
52 “Shucks!”
53 “... and that __ hay!”
54 Like artificial fruit
56 Johnson of “Laugh-In”
57 Teacher’s deg.
58 Lancelot and others
60 “__ seeing things?”


